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Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

May 9, 2023 

 

A meeting of the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) was held on 

May 9, 2023 at 10 a.m. at the Virginia War Memorial, 621 S. Belvidere St. Richmond VA 23220 

 

Members Present 

• Rich Mansfield, Air Force Sergeants Association 

• William Aramony, American Legion 

• Glenn Yarborough, Association of the United States Army 

• Denice Williams, Disabled American Veterans 

• Thad Jones, Fifth Baptist Church Veterans Ministry 

• Sha’ron Martin, Fleet Reserve Association 

• Jack Hilgers, Legion of Valor 

• John Clickener, Marine Corps League 

• Monti Zimmerman, Military Officers Association of America 

• Mark Atchison, Military Order of the Purple Heart 

• Vernon Peters, Military Order of the World Wars 

• Meredith Burns, Navy Mutual Aid Association 

• Preston Curry, Paralyzed Veterans of America 

• Terence Moore, Reserve Organization of America 

• Dan Karnes, Roanoke Valley Veterans Council 

• Rick Raskin, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

• George Corbett, Vietnam Veterans of America 

• Kevin Hoffman, Virginia National Guard Association 

• Michael Dick, Chairman, Board of Veterans Services 

• Paul Haughton, Chairman, Veterans Services Foundation 

• Daniel Gade, Commissioner, Department of Veterans Services  

 

Members attending virtually 

• Richard Shook, Air Force Association 

• Ann Crittenden, Women Marines Association 

 

Members Absent 

• Richard Van Norton, AMVETS 

• Michelle Ramos Domingue, Navy Mutual Aid Association 

• Carl Holcomb, Virginia Army/Air National Guard Enlisted Association 

• Jose Ramos, Wounded Warrior Project 

 

Alternates Present (representing their VSO) 

• Jay Marts, AMVETS 

 

Alternates Present (not representing their VSO) 

• John Cooper, Air Force Sergeants Association 
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• Lisa Gregory, Disabled American Veterans 

• Rich Rinaldo, Legion of Valor 

• David Jennings, Marine Corps League  

• John Down, Military Officers Association of America  

• Joanne Smith, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

 

Commonwealth of Virginia Officials Present 

• Jordan Stewart, Assistant Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs 

• Major General Timothy Williams, the Adjutant General 

• Captain Joshua McNallay, Virginia Air National Guard 

• Steven Combs, Department of Veterans Services (DVS) 

• Clay Mountcastle, DVS 

• Claudia Flores, DVS 

• Glendalynn Glover, DVS 

• Monique Brabham, DVS 

• Montwrace Cunningham, DVS 

• Cassy Russell, DMA 

• David Wingfield, VADOC 

 

Guests 

• MacKenzie Heidelmark, Office of Congresswoman Spanberger 

• Michael H. Schoelwer, American Veterans Vote 

• Elaine Reed, Fifth Baptist Veterans Ministry 

• Ken Golden, Fleet Reserve Association 

• Karla Boughey, Veterans Services Foundation 

• Pat Rinaldo 

• Michael Sopko (attending virtually) 

Items included in the Agenda Packet 

• Draft Agenda 

• Draft Minutes December 15, 2022 meeting 

• Board of Veterans Services (BVS) Report to JLC 

• Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Report to JLC 

• Department of Veterans Services (DVS) Operations Update 

 

Call to Order 

Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (JLC) Chair Denice Williams called the 

meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and led the JLC in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Thoughts and meditation 

Kevin Hoffman provided thoughts and meditation. 

 

Roll Call of VSOs, Quorum Determination, and Introduction of Guest 

The roll was called, and 19 of the 23 Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs) represented on the 

Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) were recorded as being 
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physically present, therefore a quorum was determined. Two VSOs participated electronically as 

recorded. The three ex officio members were recorded as present. 

 

Approval of the Agenda (Attachment 1) 

Mr. John Clickener made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jack Hilgers, to approve the meeting agenda 

as presented. The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Approve December 15, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

Mr. Sha’ron Martin made a motion, seconded by Mr. Thad Jones, to approve the minutes as drafted.  

The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

DVS Operational Update (Attachment 2) 

Commissioner Daniel Gade provided an operational update and discussed the strategic planning 

effort and the DVS staff assembled to support the effort. Commissioner Gade announced the reveal 

of the Virginia is for Veterans logo. He also provided an update on the Women Veterans license 

plate, the new VESA scheduling application on the DVS website, and the suicide prevention grant. 

 

DMA Update 

Major General Williams provided an operational update on the Virginia National Guard. MG 

Williams also commented on his retirement, the planned Change of Command, and noted that Cassy 

Russell, Legislative & Policy Analyst for DMA is leaving to join her spouse on a new assignment. 

 

JLC Chair Denice Williams presented a Certificate of Appreciation and a JLC pin to Major General 

Williams for his support of the JLC during his service as The Adjutant General of the 

Commonwealth.  

 

BVS Report (Attachment 3) 

Chairman Michael Dick of the Board of Veterans Services (BVS) provided the BVS report.  

Chairman Dick reported that RADM Terry McKnight (Ret) is now a member of the BVS. 

 

VSF Report (Attachment 4) 

Mr. Paul Haughton of the Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) provided the VSF report and 

commented on the success of the Petersburg Collaboration. 

 

Review of the 2023 Session 

The Legislative Officer, Mr. Clickener provided a summary of the JLC’s work leading up to the 

2023 Session. Mr. Clickener also provided a summary of the JLC legislative initiatives that passed 

the 2023 General Assembly and asked the VSO members who sponsored the legislation to provide 

feedback. 

 

Mr. Clickener discussed efforts to update the JLC Binder in preparation for the July meeting. 

 

Jay Marts provided a summary of the after-action review and recommendations for planning efforts 

leading up to the 2024 General Assembly session 
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Way Ahead for 2024 

Several JLC members provided initial thoughts on 2024 legislative initiatives. Mr. Clickener 

announced he is stepping down as the Legislative officer.   

 

Sha’ron Martin made a motion, seconded by Jack Hilgers to appoint Glenn Yarborough as interim 

Legislative Officer. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

New Business 

Mr. Clickener discussed the location for the JLC meetings and recommended that they be held at the 

War Memorial. 

 

BVS Chair discussed that a sizeable number of veterans are not aware of benefits available to 

veterans, either state or federal. Asked the JLC Chair to join the BVS Chair in sending a letter to the 

Governor for an information campaign to inform transitioning members of benefits.  

 

John Cooper discussed the Governor’s Challenge to Prevent Suicide and asked to present brief at the 

July meeting. 

 

Glenn Yarborough asked for nominations for Chair and Vice Chair 

 

Public Comment 

Michael Sopko asked if the Policy and Guidelines are revised and published. Commissioner Gade 

reported the update is posted and updated on Regulatory Town Hall and was sent to the 

Commissioners of the Revenue. 

 

Adjourn 

Chairman Williams adjourned the meeting at 12:50 and asked members to return for the National 

Fentanyl Training.   

 

National Fentanyl Awareness Day REVIVE Training 

The JLC received training by the Virginia Department of Health.  First Lady Suzanne Youngkin and 

Secretary Crenshaw attended.  

 

The next regular business meeting is July 13, 2023 at 10 a.m. at the Virginia ABC Building Hearing 

Room in Mechanicsville, VA. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 
Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 

 

May 9, 2023 

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Virginia War Memorial 

AGENDA 

 

I. Opening, Meeting Notes, and Pledge of Allegiance – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (11:00 – 

11:05) 
 

II. Opening Thoughts & Meditation, Kevin Hoffman, JLC Chaplain (11:05 – 11:08) 

 

III. Roll call, quorum determination, and introduction of guests – Denice Williams, JLC Chair 

(11:08 – 11:15) 
 

IV. Approve Agenda – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (11:15 – 11:16) 
 

V. Approve December 15, 2022 meeting minutes – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (11:16 – 

11:17) 
 

VI. DMA Update – MG Timothy Williams, The Adjutant General of Virginia (11:17 – 11:30) 
 

VII. VDVS Operational Update – Daniel Gade, VDVS Commissioner (11:30 -11:40) 
 

VIII. Reports (11:40 – 11:45) 

a. Board of Veterans Services (BVS) – Michael Dick, BVS Chairman 

b. Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) – Paul Haughton, VSF Chairman 

 

IX. Review of 2023 Session – John Clickener, Legislative Officer (11:45 – 12:10) 

 

X. Way-ahead for proposed 2024 JLC Initiatives – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (12:10 – 12:20) 
 

XI. New Business - Denice Williams, JLC Chair (12:20 – 12:30) 

 

XII. Public comment period – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (12:30 – 12:35) 
 

XIII. National Fentanyl Awareness Day REVIVE Training -Virginia Department of Health (12:35 

– 12:55)  

 

XIV. Closing remarks and prepare for next meeting – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (12:55 – 1:00) 
 

XV. Adjourn (1:00) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
VDVS Operations Update  
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ATTACHMENT 3 
Board of Veterans Services (BVS) Report 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Report 

 

 
 

 
 

 


